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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN
CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

SERIES 2: 45 - MISGUIDING OTHERS
MODERN 'LIFNEI IVER’ QUESTIONS - PART 2

OU ISRAEL CENTER - FALL 2022

A] RAV MOSHE FEINSTEIN
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Rav Moshe Feinstein deals with the case of a simcha hall which is being rented out by a religious owner for events which

will include mixed dancing, which is halachically prohibited. His analysis clearly reflects what we saw in Part 1:

(i) Since the users of the hall could find another location, this is NOT considered ‘two sides of the river’, and thus Lifnei

Iver on a Torah level will NOT apply.

(ii) On the Rabbinic level concern of Mesayei Yedei Ovrei Avera, Rav Moshe concludes that there is also no problem
since the users are breaking the halacha willingly and knowingly and, as we saw in Part 1 in the Degul Mervava, in such

situations another Jew has no obligation to stop them.

1. RabbiBenzion Rakow (1925-1985) - communal rabbi and rosh yeshiva of Chayei Olam Yeshiva in Golders Green, London.
2. The numbering in this and subsequent sources is not in the original teshuvot but has been introduced to help with the analysis.
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(iii) Even if there were NO other available hall, Rav Moshe is inclined to rule that Lifnei Iver would not apply, since the
main purpose of the rental - to make a wedding - is permitted. Mixed dancing is an ancillary use which will not create a
prohibition of Lifnei Iver. In the same way, one may sell cooking equipment to non-observant Jews, even though they
may use it on Shabbat or to cook prohibited food.
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Rav Moshe Feinstein deals here with the case of selling clothing to non-religious Jews where there is a real concern that
the garment contains sha’atnez. Here he prohibits the sale. Even though the buyer could purchase this elsewhere, and
thus Lifnei Iver on a Torah level will not apply, he considers there to be a Rabbinic prohibition of Mesayei since there is
a halachic obligation to check the item but the buyer will not do this. Presumably, he considers the buyer to be a shogeg.
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Rav Moshe deals here with the case of inviting people to a Shabbat event when it is known that they will drive. (i) He
rules that to invite those who live too far away to walk is actually WORSE than the prohibition of Lifnei Iver since it is a
breach of the severe prohibition of ‘Meisit’ - to incite and entice Jews to break Torah! (ii) For those who live close by
and could easily walk (although will probably drive) there is no problem of Meisit, but there is still a prohibition of Lifnei
Iver. Presumably, this is on the the basis that they would not make that drive without the invitation. (Even though they
may drive elsewhere on Shabbat, each drive is a separate and additional prohibition). (iii) If the event is announced
without an ‘invitation’, there is no Meisit and he is unsure as to whether this constitutes Lifnei Iver.

B] RAV SHLOMO ZALMAN AUERBACH
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3. R. Naftoli Carlebach (1916-2005) - a cousin of R. Shiomo Carlebach.
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Rav Shlomo Zalman is dealing with the case of a non-religious visitor to the Yeshiva who will not make berachot on food.
1t would also be insulting to ask him to do so. He rules that it is preferable to give him the food so as not to create
negativity towards religious practice and people. He rules that one may NOT perform a small aveira in order to rescue
someone else from a bigger one. But he DOES rely on the position of R’ Akiva Eiger (as we saw in Part 1), that where
the net gain in a situation is positive for the other person, the prohibition of Lifnei Iver will not apply.

C] RAV NAFTALI ZVI YEHUDA BERLIN - ‘NETZIV’
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The Mishna rules that, because of ‘Darchei Shalom’, a woman may lend baking equipment to her friend during Shemita
year, even though the friend does not keep hilchot Shemita. However she may not bake alongside her, so as not to assist
others in doing aveirot.
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Rashi learns that the key distinction is whether the aveira is immediate, or will happen later. Note however that the
permission to assist is only where the aveira will happen later AND there is is a consideration of Darchei Shalom.
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The Netziv is dealing with the case of a rabbi who was asked to officiate at a wedding of a non-observant couple who will
not keep the laws of taharat hamishpacha. His analysis is that (i) since the couple could go elsewhere, it will not be a
case of ‘two sides of the river’ so Lifnei Iver does not apply on a Torah level. (ii) With regards to the Rabbinic
prohibition not to assist those doing aveirot, he invokes the principle of Darchei Shalom learnt above. (iii) As such, in
dealing with the Rabbinic prohibition of Mesayei, where the aveira will happen at a later stage AND there is a
consideration of Darchei Shalom AND the rabbi’s livelihood is at stake’, he allows the rabbi to officiate.

D] RAV OVADIA YOSEF
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4. Although financial loss is not per se a reason to permit that which is prohibited, it will often be a factor in determining a din derabbanan, especially where there are other indicators
for leniency.
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Rav Ovadia Yosef'is dealing with a meat restaurant that wishes to remain open during the 9 days of Av when the minhag
is not to eat meat. His analysis is:
(i) Since there is a clear minhag not to eat meat during this time, it would appear at first sight that Lifnei Iver does apply.
Clearly, he assumes that Lifnei Iver will apply not only when dealing with a Torah prohibition, but even a Rabbinic one
or a minhag.
(ii) The customers could go elsewhere and therefore the case seems not to be ‘two sides of the river’. This should indicate
that Lifnei Iver will not be a problem. Nevertheless, he invokes the position of the Mishne LeMelech that, where the
aveira can be found elsewhere only from another Jew (who will therefore be guilty of Lifnei Iver), the principle of ‘two
sides of the river’ will not apply. Since the other meat restaurants are all Jewish owned, Lifnei Iver will apparently still
apply.
(iii) However, this position of the Mishne LeMelech is disputed by many authorities, who are lenient on this issue. Rav
Ovadia sides with those lenient opinions (partly due to the severe financial implications of closing the restaurant) and
concludes that Lifnei Iver on a Torah level will not apply (due to ‘two sides of the river’) and the only question is the
Rabbinic prohibition of Mesayei.
(iv) Rav Ovadia has a chidush in Mesayei. According to him, the halacha of Mesayei - to actively steer other Jews away
from aveira - only applies where the aveira is a Torah prohibition.” It will not apply to a Rabbinic prohibition, and even
more so to a minhag.

E] THE LIFNEI IVER ‘CHECKLIST"

1. Is the situation “two sides of the river” - i.e. can they do the same aveira (easily?/at all?) without your help?
(a) If NO - there will be an issur min hatorah of Lifnei Iver.
(b) If YES - there will probably be no issur min hatorah of Lifnei Iver (unless the only other sources are also Jewish). BUT there
may be an issur derabbanan of Mesayei.

2. Is there an issur derabbanan of Mesayei? YES, unless you are able rely on one of the following factors:-
(a) Are they a non-Jew or a non-observant Jew? (Shach)
(b) Even if they are observant are they doing this aveira on purpose? (Degul Mervava)
(c) Will the aveira happen immediately following your help or only (and maybe) later? (Binyan Tzion)
(e) Are you saving them from an even bigger aveira? (R. Akiva Eiger)

3. Can you actually rely on any of these leniencies?
(a) How serious is the aveira they are about to do? Issur torah? Derabbanan? Minhag?
(b) Is there a significant financial loss on the part of the person assisting?
(c) Is there an element of Darchei Shalom?

Now consider the cases we listed at the beginning of Part 1 .......

5. In contrast to the mitzvah of Lifnei Iver which DOES apply to non-Torah prohibitions, as seen above.
6. Clearly, the issues are complex and every case is different. It goes without saying that a competent halachic authority must be consulted for a psak.
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